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Abstract 
The study is focused upon the concept of local cultural heritage from Arad county in Romania. It opens a debate 
upon an issue which was little investigated in Romania: the impact of local cultural legacy upon the concept of 
national identity. This cultural heritage was created for the future generations by some leading scholars from Arad 
county in Romania, scholars which in the past played a key role in building Romania as a unitary and national state. 
This legacy had a direct impact upon the concept of national identity on the level of educational policies and also 
upon the issue of multiculturalism. We used a combined empirical and historical method whit the purpose of 
disclosing palpable effects at some local educational policies from the present Arad county in Romania. These 
effects, as we discovered, have solid roots in Vasile Goldiş thought. We argue that for the actual European debate 
upon the integration process is crucial to understand the fact that the goal of maintaining national identity at cultural 
and educational levels could be achieved significantly easy by accepting the visions of those who contributed in the 
past in the building of some present national states from Europe. These visions, we argue, are compatible with the 
concept of Euro region. However, the results shows that in the near future will be necessary, on the one hand, to 
consolidate the actual achievements and, on the other, also will be necessary a strong process of decentralization the 
political decision about educational policies at the Euro regional level.  
Keywords: National identity, multiculturalism, European integration, Euro region; 
1. Historical past and the concept of national identity 
The current educational and cultural policies from Romania are less analyzed in the light of what was inherited 
from the past in these domains but almost only through some actual general European policies in these two fields. 
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Our study tries to disclose some key elements from a cultural legacy which today is almost completely forgotten in 
Romania at the level of public policies regarding some educational issues. 
As a relatively very young political structure and as a national unitary state Romania had to adapt its educational 
policies in a such manner that these policies should not only be able to preserve the status of national and unitary 
state but also to protect and to preserve the general European values of tolerance and interethnic stability. This was 
not always an easy thing to do but, however, after the great historical event from 1918 through which the historical 
provinces of Romanian people had been unified, the goal of maintain the national unity and a new and strong 
concept of national identity at cultural and educational level was achieved. This was possible, among other reasons, 
due to the fact that some key figures from the past, figures which played a crucial role in the process of unification, 
had been able to understand the major role of tolerance and stability between different nationalities from all 
Romanian’s historical provinces. One of these figures was in Transilvania the figure of Vasile Goldiş. He stressed 
the role of education in maintaining the new build state by underlying the need of tolerance and inclusion of any 
ethnic group in the process of further building and consolidating the set of educational and cultural policies. He also 
stressed the role of education in preserving the national unity of Romanians by including education in a whole 
general process of building and maintaining the concept of national identity (Popeangă, 1991).        
2. Building Romania as a unitary and national state and the cultural legacy upon the educational policies 
Romania, as a national and unitary state as it is today on the European political map, as we already mention, is a 
relatively young state on the map of the old continent. What was relevant for our study is the fact that in the 
historical process of building Romania as a national and unitary state, beyond any military or economic aspects, 
were also involved some leading scholars from different historical regions of the country but especially from 
Transilvania. These scholars were the authors of the general theoretical frame through the great unification from 
1918 was possible and ultimately was done. The number of these scholars is not a large one but they had a decisive 
factor in the whole process of unification through their ideas and political goals. In this context the Arad county has 
played a major role through a prominent figure such it was Vasile Goldiş. Far from being a radical nationalist this 
author has understood the values of interethnic cooperation and mutual respect between different nationalities. His 
ideal of a national state was never undermined by extremists positions about minorities. His only claim was the 
absolute need to preserve the national identity for Romanians in a new united Romania created since 1918. This 
great goal was supposed to be achieved through a set of educational and cultural policies which, in his vision, must 
be prepared for sustaining national identity of Romanians in peaceful cohabitation with other nationalities from the 
country. In this context, how it was noticed, Vasile Goldiş has disclosed, through his scientific and cultural activity 
in the media of his historical time, the limits of educational system from Transilvania, limits which were so obvious 
before the historical event of great unification from 1918, and suggested a clear set of measures in order to improve 
this poor situation and to preserve, by culture and education, the national identity of the Romanians from 
Transilvania (Şora, 1993a). His conceptual legacy have been indeed properly exploited at its maximum potential 
regarding the way in which were conceived and applied some educational policies in Romania since then until now. 
But, however, his spiritual legacy was applied in a much more substantial manner and in a more effective and 
coherent form, only after the collapse of communism in Romania in 1989. This was happened especially in the 
region of Arad county from Romania with determination and efficiency. His main theme, the preservation of the 
national identity of Romanians, was adopted in this region of the country by a group of very enthusiastic people 
which ultimately had develop a prestigious private university in the city of Arad. This means that Vasile Goldiş 
ideas are more than a simple set of general policies proposed only to achieve and to consolidate the great unification 
of all Romanians. This means that his idea are a veritable cultural legacy, a legacy which was so well capitalized by 
scholars in the present from Arad county. 
2.1. Local cultural and educational heritage. Multiculturalism and the concept of  Euro region 
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At a first look it seems at least contradictory to speak about euro regions and interethnic stability through a 
concept of national identity. This is because it looks difficult to believe that the task of building a solid concept of 
national identity could be achieved by encouraging all nationalities from a one state to cooperate for fulfilling such a 
goal. However, one of the main concepts used by Vasile Goldiş had in his view, as a symbolic target, the process of 
emancipating the masses, a process in which, of course, Romanians will have to maintain their national identity 
through an adequate set of educational policies. Yet, this process, in his view, does not eliminate other nationalities 
but by the contrary these minorities must be included in it in a such manner that their own national identity would 
never be affected. Sometimes this goal was not treated at its real value but, anyway, it was achieved in the sense in 
which all minorities benefited in time from the generous purpose of including the masses in the process of 
education. Which was crucial for us in this point was the fact this process was developed in Arad county upon the 
concept of integration and interethnic cooperation and this is just what it ultimately counts, at least in our view, for 
the future success of building any form of an Euro regional identity based upon the idea and the concept of 
multiculturalism. This aspect was also developed in the general project of Vasile Goldiş’ thought. Of course, this 
idea was present in his project and was expressed through conceptual tools available at the point of his historical 
time but, however, his openness to modern political ideas regarding the relations between European states and 
integration in the general European space of these states was, at is has been disclosed by some authors, obvious 
(Şora, 1993b). 
2.2 The city of Arad county its present benefits from Vasile Goldiş thought 
 
As it was natural the Arad city from Romania, an area which is very close from Vasile Goldiş place of birth, was 
the main beneficiary of Vasile Goldiş thought in terms of cultural and educational policies. At this point our study 
was able to disclose some obvious empirical elements which could indeed illustrate the palpable effects of this 
author upon the whole frame through which now some institutions from the indicated area are developing the 
educational process. Due to our knowledge nobody until now was preoccupied with these aspects even if we can 
admit that serious studies had been developed on Vasile Goldiş thought. As it has been said there are indeed 
significant studies on Vasile Goldiş thought (Gagea, 2012). But, yet, there are no studies upon the impact of his 
ideas in the city of Arad, a place which in the present is receiving the most intense influence of his conceptual 
legacy about cultural and educational policies.  
Strictly regarding on Vasile Goldiş conceptual legacy, we have to underline the fact that his ideas are now fully 
integrated within the city of Arad from Romania in the way in which some higher education institutions from this 
space are developing their educational policies. The most representative example is the building of a private 
university in Arad county, a university with bears his name, and which was and is designed to fulfill his ideal of 
achieving interethnic stability through educational policies but in the same time to maintain the national identity for 
all minorities in the area. This university was born immediately after the fall of communism in Romania in 1989 as a 
sign of the fact that Vasile Goldiş thought was so powerful that it managed to survive the communist era and to 
resurface in a complete fresh way. Also, another very important thing which must be remembered in the context of 
our study is the fact that this private university from Arad is also developing serious programs of study and of 
recovering Vasile Goldiş thoguht. In this perspective, the year of 2012 was the year in which this university 
commemorated 150 years from Vasile Goldiş birth by publishing, among other academic activities, a large number 
of his books. What was indeed remarkable about this was the fact that these books had been published also in 
English, and this marks the openness of this university to the Europe and also a large number of scholars, from 
Central Europe mainly, were invited to this commemoration. 
3. Multiculturalism and national identity 
Yet, how it is possible to maintain national identity, in the view of Vasile Goldiş, in a multicultural environment 
and in an area which was so badly affected in the past by different historical movements, movements which not 
fulfilled Romanians expectations regarding the preservation of their national identity on the political and cultural or 
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educational perspective. The answer to this question is a simple one: after the great unification Romanians have not 
remained blocked in their historical traumas but by the contrary they wanted to look into the future and to build a 
solid frame in order to preserve cohabitation with other nationalities and not segregation. This is why a project such 
it was the one proposed by Vasile Goldiş was a very generous one and it was not build upon some ideas of 
elimination other nationalities from the educational frame of the newly created state but by the contrary was build 
upon ideas of cohabitation and mutual respect. 
Within this general frame the concept of multiculturalism must be applied, in his vision, not only at the general 
level of state policy regarding educational goals, with preserving, of course, the national identity of each ethnic 
group, but it must be applied especially at regional level, and especially in the border areas between Romania and 
Hungary. Even if the author does not say explicitly this thing is obvious that his general goal regarding educational 
policies is to maintain a climate of cooperation and mutual tolerance between Romanians and any other ethnic 
group. 
The above indicated aspect is one of the maybe less studied aspect of Vasile Goldiş thought because the vast 
majority of the authors which have studied his work had been focused upon his historical contribution to the process 
of great unification for Romanians from 1918 and were less preoccupied with his ideas in the field of educational 
management and interethnic cohabitation in this essential domain of social life. However, his writings are a 
generous reservoir for any author and any researcher which  wants to discover and to analyze his contribution in the 
field of newly educational proposed set of policies which, in his view, were about to be implemented after the great 
event from 1918.  Yet, in one place he says that only the nations which had indeed testified that they were able to 
respect other nations had the right to be supported (Goldiş, 2012). This statement contains a clear sign of his 
message regarding the acceptance of the in general, on the one hand, and, on the other, the fully openess to 
multiculturalism and mutual cohabitation and respect for all nationalities from a one state of another. What is 
ultimately relevant in this statement is the fact that his general message is a totally new one for a Europe which 
bearly had left an era of blody wars and dramatic borders modifications. This type of message, we consider, was 
already very close to the actual European Unions’ policy of cohesion regarding the border area from inside 
contemporary European Union. 
Finally, his message was, we strongly believe so, a clear landmark able to draw a decisive line between a 
historical Europe of the nations and a new one, then only in the stage of a great political project in the minds of the 
very few, a Europe of cross border cooperation and a one which preserve and respects the national identity for the 
all minorities from one of its state or another. 
4. What should be maintained and what should be changed in the future European Unions’ enlargement 
policy at educational level? Vasile Goldiş cultural legacy for a new united European culture in the light of 
preserving national identity.  
Of course, the general conceptual frame in which the author was conceived the educational policy designed to 
maintain the national identity for the Romanians it was a frame adapted for the great process of unification from 
1918. But this does not mean that his view could not be applied today. It is true that this potential process of 
adaptation, from some points of view, it could never be an easy one but, in its deepest core, it does indeed have the 
strength to offer a realistic scenario for a set of educational policies designed to promote and to sustain the process 
of integration into European Union for the areas in which exists multiculturalism. But, in the case of Vasile Goldiş, 
which would be these elements able to sustain such a process? Briefly, these ideas could be summarized as it 
follows.  
Firstly, his goal of educational policy by maintaining the national identity for all nationalities, regardless the 
country, does not imply the concept of possibility to change the actual frontiers in Europe. This is just the main 
conceptual frame in his thought: a multicultural Europe does not need political improvements in its general structure 
maybe only a stronger unity. His ideal was, of course, a one which had as a primary goal the great unification of all 
the Romanians but this yet does not undermine the concept of interethnic tolerance and the ultimate goal of building 
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a united Europe through the acceptance of multiculturalism and all of its possible positive consequences at the level 
of a virtual common set of educational policies. 
So, in our view, there are some recommendations which could be made in order to adapt the author’s vision upon 
educational policy to the actual situation in European Union general frame of policies regarding the process of 
enlargement. And these adaptations could be summarized as it follows. Firstly, a significant change should be made 
by renunciation, in the set of any educational policy from within contemporary European Union, to the exaggeration 
of the aspect of national identity, without ignoring it, of course.  
Secondly, it should be, in our view, capitalized the advantages of multiculturalism because this reality has a 
tremendous positive impact not only at some virtual or abstract cultural level but also a very palpable one, which the 
economic level. The multicultural dimension of border area from inside European Union could be a major factor for 
an economical development of these area. And, of course, the educational dimension should play in this context a 
major and decisive role.  
5. Conclusions  
Briefly, we can draw now a general set of conclusions. So, as we saw, our study had disclosed some obvious 
advantages of Vasile Goldiş legacy regarding educational policies and cultural integration. Yet, some things need to 
be said about this.   
Firstly, and this has its own importance at least at local level for the Arad county from Romania, we must 
underline the fact that only a small number of people and scholars from that area are fully aware that a solid part of 
the frame through which now, for example, the private higher education in that region is conceived, made and 
developed is based upon some of Vasile Goldiş ideas. This is not something bad in itself but, in our view, it could, 
however, undermine in the future the preservation of his ideas for the next generations. So, things should be done 
here in order to not periclitate this perspective.  
Secondly, we consider that it would be a great advantage if his ideas will be published and disseminated in the 
languages of ethnic groups which live in Arad county, especially in the Hungarian language. In our view this would 
be a major element in order to obtain and to consolidate a long awaited complete reconciliation between Romanians 
and Hungarians. And through culture and education would be the most effective way to do this. 
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